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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


September  5,  1958 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  837 

Secretary  Benson  announced  today  that  cotton  farmers  may  increase  their  '59 
cotton  allotment.    We  also  had  a  thought-provoking  review  this  -week  of  the 
"broad,  general  trend  in  farm  mechanization  and  farm  management,  and  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  user  of  farm  products,  we  had  the  kick-off  of  the  celebration 
of  September  as  canned  foods  month. 

Secretary  Salutes  Services  of  Canners 

As  he  pointed  out,  farmers  everywhere  may  well  pause  this  month  to  consider 
what  the  service  by  the  canners  has  meant  to  the  marketing  of  farm  products. 
Maybe  consumers,  too,  need  to  be  reminded  how  the  canning  process  has  enabled 
them  to  eat  better  and  more  economically.    Canners  have  succeeded  in  extending 
seasonal  markets  for  farm  products  so  much  and  for  so  long  we're  inclined  to 
take  their  services  for  granted.    But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  about  two-fifths  of 
the  farmers'  total  acreage  of  vegetable  crops  is  used  for  canning  and  about  one- 
fifth  of  his  fruit  production. 

Management  Key  to  Farming  Success 

Speaking  Wednesday  at  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition  at  Toronto,  the 
Secretary  indicated  that  the  heaviest  producing  farms  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States  are  the  larger  farms  and  those  with  the  most  machinery  and  equipment. 
These  modern  mechanized  farms  require  heavy  investment  of  capital.    To  use  his 
time  and  machinery  efficiently,  a  farmer  may  have  to  make  important  production 
shifts.    He  may  have  to  get  more  land,  or  improve  the  land  he  has.    He  may  have 
to  increase  his  dairy  herd.    He  may  have  to  shift  out  of  grains  and  over  to 
production  of  cattle,  hogs  and  poultry.    To  be  successful,  such  adjustments  often 
take  capital.    But  as  the  Secretary  said,  they  always  take  skilled  management. 
Management  has  become  the  key  factor  in  farming  success. 

New  Program  Can  Boost  Cotton  Allotments 

This  afternoon  the  Secretary  announced  today  that  alternate  (Choice  3)  farm 
allotments  for  the  1959  crop  of  upland  cotton  will  be  kO  percent  larger  than  the 
regular  (Choice  A)  allotments  for  the  same  farms.    This  determination  made  under 
the  new  Agricultural  Act  of  1958  means  that  farmers  who  elect  Choice  B  under  the 
cotton  allotment  program  may  increase  their  '59  upland  cotton  acreage  by  a  full 
ho  percent.    Under  the  legislation,  if  marketing  quotas  are  in  effect,  each 
farmer  has  a  choice  in  '59  between  two  programs.    If  he  chooses  to  increase  his 
upland  cotton  acreage  by  not  more  than  ho  percent  over  the  regular  farm  allot- 
ment, his  price  support  will  be  at  a  level  which  is  15  percent  of  parity  less 
than  the  price  support  of  not  less  than  oO  percent  available  to  those  who  choose 
the  other  plan  in  which  he  would  elect  to  comply  with  the  regular  allotment. 
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Wanted:  More  Tourists  for  Cows 

That  exchange  of  Wisconsin  Hoi steins  for  tourist  trips  to  Colombia  evidently 
made  a  "happy  landing".    Now  FAS  reports  Colombia  interested  in  buying  a  plane- 
load of  Guernseys  and  a  planeload  of  Ayre shires  under  a  similar  arrangement. 
Interested  U.S.  breeders  should  send  pictures,  pedigrees,  and  prices  of  their 
cattle  to  the  Ag.  Attache,  U.S.  Embassy,  Bogota,  Colombia,  as  soon  as  possible 

 Apart  from  the  "tourists  for  cows"  project,  the  Colombian  Ministry  of 

Agriculture  is  said  to  be  in  the  market  for  at  least  two  U.S.  herd  bulls,  2  or 
3  years  old,  for  its  artificial  insemination  center.    The  bulls  must  classify 
"very  good"  or  better,  and  be  out  of  dams  with  records  of  over  25,000  pounds  of 

milk  per  year  and  by  bulls  classified  "very  good"  or  better  Between  now 

and  Nov.  30,  Mexico  expects  to  buy  $U  million  worth  of  U.S.  dairy  and  beef  cattle 
with  a  loan  from  the  Export- Import  Bank.    Many  Mexican  breeders  think  such  loans 
have  done  much  to  stimulate  privately  financed  buying  of  U.S.  breeding  cattle. 

Extension  Telecasting  The  Empire  State 

Jim  Veeder,  N.Y.  Ext.,  reports  county  agents  in  New  York  are  now  doing 
regularly  scheduled  area  telecasts  on  WBEN  -  Channel  h  Buffalo,  WHEC  -  Channel 
10  Rochester,  WHEN  -  Channel  8  Syracuse,  WKTV  -  Channel  13  Utica,  and  WNBP  - 
Channel  12  Binghamton.    This  fall,  N.Y.  Ext.  is  planning  to  start  similar  regular 
programming  from  Elmira  and  from  WTEN  -  Channel  10  Albany,  with  nearly  all 
counties  in  the  Capital  district  (Albany,  Troy,  Schenectady)  taking  part.  Jim 
also  reports  several  heme'  ctem.ag  Mis  are  planning  new  TV  home  programs.    Jim  is 
supplying  materials  for  these  people  and  is  encouraging  more  stations  and  county 
agents  to  begin  regularly  scheduled  farm  and  home  shows.    Currently  in  the  State 
office,  he  says  they  are  beginning  to  produce  TV  films  for  distribution  in  the 
State.    In  the  offing,  Jim  has  some  TV  spots  on  opportunities  in  ag.  education 
and  several  workshops  for  the  county  agents.    Beyond  the  immediate  horizon,  Jim 
has  plans  to  release  spot  announcements  on  k-E  Week  and  other  special  campaigns. 

Mark  Your  Book  -with  Conservation 

With  this  Letter  we  are  sending  you  your  bookmark  reminder  not  to  miss  the 
opportunity  to  call  farmers'  attention  to  tree  planting  for  profit  and  better 
land  use  under  their  Conservation  Reserve  Tree  Planting  Program.    Your  local  ASC 

Committee  office  can  give  you  the  details  And  speaking  of  details,  we 

now  have  a  little  more  detailed  summary  of  the  new  Farm  Law  of  1958  than  the 
one  we  sent  you  last  week.    Let  us  know  if  you  want  a  copy  of  it. 

New  Town  and  Country  Show 

Carl  Meyer dirk  of  KVOO,  Tulsa,  a  station  long  in  the  farm  broadcasting  busi- 
ness, tells  us  he's  expanding  his  television  activity.    Starting  Sept.  15,  KVCO-TV 
will  air  a  new  show  "Town  and  Country"  three  days  a  week  at  noon.    Carl  says  it 
is  aimed  at  giving  town  people  more  understanding  of  things  rural.    With  the 
declining  farm  population,  but  no  decline  in  dependence  upon  farms  and  ranches 
for  food,  better  public  relations  for  agriculture  is  a  timely  pursuit.  Congratu- 
lations, Carl  Tomorrow  Shirley  Anderson  and  Jack  Crowner,  WAVE-TV,  plan 

to  capture  the  true  flavor  of  the  Kentucky  State  Fair  by  putting  a  camera  atop 
the  stadium  and  showing  the  Fairgrounds  for  the  first  time  in  its  entirety,  then 
moving  around  for  closeups  of  the  machinery  and  other  exhibits.    This  week  and 
next  WAVE-TV  and  radio  will  broadcast  a  total  of  52  hours  from  the  '58  Fair.  .  . 
.  .  .The  sixth  and  last  of  the  technical  study  groups  USDA  is  sending  to  the 
Soviet  Union  this  year  under  an  exchange  program  left  yesterday  for  Moscow.  The 
group  is  made  up  of  cotton  specialists.    They  help  to  get  Russian  information  on 
basic  and  applied  research  which  may  apply  to  cotton  growing  and  plant  physiology 
in  this  country. 
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Integration  Expanding  in  Cattle  Business 

Integrated  cattle-feeding  operations,  which  have  expanded  fast  in  recent 
years  in  the  West,  are  now  getting  under  way  in  the  South.    Department  livestock 
specialists  report  one  Louisiana  organization  has  a  layout  to  feed  26,000  head 
of  cattle  at  a  time,  with  plans  to  buy  500  feeder  cattle  and  sell  500  fat  cattle 
a  week.    Cattle  feeding  in  this  country  has  "been  increasing  in  the  last  25  years. 
The  Eastern  Corn  Belt  has  doubled  its  feeding,  the  Western  Corn  Belt  has  added 
three-fourths  to  its  volume,  but  the  West  has  stepped  up  its  number  of  cattle 
on  feed  by  three  times.    It  uses  homegrown  feedstuffs  extensively  and  has 
pioneered  new  types  of  feeding.    The  11  Western  Range  States  have  a  number  of 
big  feed  lots  which  feed  from  10,000  to  30,000  cattle  at  a  time.    Some  of  these 
are  operated  by  packers  and  chain  stores,  others  by  individual  operators.  Their 
lots  are  highly  specialized  and  equipped  with  push-button  feed  mills  and  feed- 
ing and  watering  equipment.    Their  management  is  staffed  with  trained  nutrition- 
ists, experienced  stocker  and  feeding  buyers,  and  marketing  experts.    It  is 
estimated  that  over  nine-tenths  of  the  cattle  from  these  feedlots  are  sold 
direct  to  packers  without  going  through  any  marketing  agency. 

Surplus  Food  Donation  Sets  Record 

Donations  of  surplus  food  from  Government- owned  food  stocks  set  a  new 
record  high  volume  in  fiscal  '53.    The  new  total  was  2,8^5  million  pounds  here 
and  abroad,  2  percent  more  than  the  previous  year.    Of  that  amount,  &J2  million 
pounds  was  used  for  school  lunch  programs  and  institutions  in  this  country; 
including  1,^00,000  pounds  to  about  70,000  victims  of  fires  and  floods, 
tornadoes  and  hurricanes,  and  other  natural  disasters.    After  provision  was 
made  for  the  needs  of  all  eligible  recipients  in  this  country,  1,973  million 
pounds  were  donated  for  distribution  to  the  needy  abroad.    That  food  was 
distributed  in  85  foreign  countries  by  20  voluntary  agencies. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 

Phil  Evans,  KMBC,  Kansas  City,  tells  us  his  associate,  Jim  Leathers,  of 
"Man  from  the  Stockyards"  fame,  has  moved  over  to  direct  promotion  of  the  newly 
formed  Kansas  City  Livestock  Market  Foundation.    Phil's  new  associate  farm 
director,  KMBC-KFRM,  is  Thomas  R.  (Tommy)  Benton,  outstanding  farmer  and  farm 
leader.    Tommy's  farming  won  him  the  Goodyear  Soil  Conservation  Award,  Bankers 
Award  and  Balanced  Farming  Award.    He  is  a  director  of  the  Kansas  Farm  Bureau 

Fed.  and  K.C.  Mill  Producers  Ass'n,  and  taught  vo.  ag.  for  5  years  

Gordon  Roth,  KCBS,  San  Francisco,  who  runs  "Roth's  Ranch",  "Bay  Area  News", 
and  helps  with  "CBS  World  News  Roundup"  has  now  also  taken  over  the  CBS  feature 
"This  is  San  Francisco".    Gordon  claims  he  still  finds  time  to  study  California's 

water  problems  from  the  helm  of  his  cabin  cruiser  George  Stephens,  KCM0, 

Kansas  City,  reports  a  7  pound  k  ounce  future  home  economist  has  taken  over  in 
his  home  department  as  of  Aug.  20.    Tamara  Lee  and  mother  are  doing  fine. 

REA  Invites  You  to  Buffalo  Meet 

Radio  and  television  farm  broadcasters  who  may  be  in  or  near  Buffalo,  Oct. 
5-7,  are  invited  by  REA  to  the  5th  Annual  National  Power  Use  Conference  at  the 
Statler  Hotel  there.    The  conference  will  attract  1,000  leaders  in  rural 
electrification,  electrical  merchandising,  trade  ass'ns  and  manufacturers. 
Jos.  L.  Singleton,  pres.  of  The  Nat'l  Elec.  Mfgrs.  Ass'n  will  report  on  his 
tour  of  Russian  power  facilities. 


Farm  Net  casting  Week  of  Sept.  8-13 

"Safety  at  Com  Picking  Tiriie"  -  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  noon 
EDT  over  NBC,  Sat.  Sept.  13 . 

"Report  from  London  Food  Fair"  -  on  American  Farmer,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT 
over  ABN,  Sat.  Sept.  13 . 

"Salute  to  Canning  Industry"  -  salvo  by  Ed.  Burns,  pres.  Nat'l  Canning  Ass'n; 
S.  L.  Smith,  dir.,  fruits  and  veg.  div. ,  AMS;  and  Hollis  Seavey. 

"CBS  Farm  News"  -  with  Claude  Mahoney,  9:30  to  9:V>  a.m.  Sat.  Sept.  13. 

"American  Farm  Report"  -  with  Richard  Harkness  on  NBC.  Eves.  Mon.  thru  Fri. 

Light  One  Candle  for  AGRI-TAPE 

Just  a  year  ago  this  week  we  launched  a  weekly  tape  service  for  radio  farm 
"broadcasters.    Our  AGRI-TAPE  is  news-based,  and  made  up  of  short  statements  "by 
USDA  officials,  plus  a  short  interview  with  a  news  angle,  and  a  summary  of  USDA 
news  highlights.    Since  we  couldn't  exceed  our  small  facilities  for  duplicating 
and  mailing,  we  didn't  advertise  the  new  service  very  extensively.    Now  it  is 
a  year  old,  we're  pleased  that  AGRI-TAPE  users  claim  it's  a  real  help  in  getting 
national  angles  to  their  stories.    Further,  Jack  Towers  tells  us  we're  able  to 
take  on  a  few  more  subscribers,  so  if  you're  interested  in  listening  to  AGRI-TAPE, 
let  us  know.    We'll  send  you  an  audition  copy.    Then,  if  you  say  the  word,  we'll 
add  names  as  far  as  we  can  stretch  our  tape  facilities. 

Herd  and  Scene  by  USDA-TV  Package 

Going  out  this  week  are  an  8  still  photo  USDA-TV  Package  on  "The  School 
Milk  Program;  and  another  7  stills  showing  "Teaching  Soil  and  Water  Conservation". 
Next  week  we  plan  to  put  out  for  airing  "Piggyback  Radio  Station";  "Canned  Food"" 
Month";  both  in  stills.    Then  three  short  forest  regional  packages,  and  a  six- 
minute,  five  second,  sound-on  film  package  on  the  "Conservation  Reserve  for  1959" • 

In  Our  Library  for  Your  Tape 

96Q98     "Crop  Insurance  -  Now's  the  Time"  -  Frank  McCartney,  Mgr.,  Fed.  Crop  Ins. 
Corp.,  points  out  where  crop  insurance  fits  into  farm  planning. 

TIME:  2:32 

97Q98     ''The  New  Farm  Law"  -  Jack  Towers,  R";TV,  interviews  Ass't  Sec'y  Marvin 

McLain  on  the  provisions  which  concern  cotton,  corn,  and  rice  producers. 

TIME:  5: 16 

Amos  Leaves  Souped-Up  Farm  Show 

Amos  Kirby,  WCAU,  Phila. ,  is  retiring  on  the  19th,  after  10  years  with  one 
sponsor  (soup).    During  that  time,  he's  written  over  900  five-minute  broadcasts. 
Soon  after  he  leaves  his  old  6:00-6:30  "Rural  Digest"  becomes  a  5:30-6:00  a.m. 
program.    Amos  is  moving  to  a  somewhat  bigger  field,  but  more  about  that  later. 
.  .  .  .  .  .Hollis  Seavey,  director  of  the  Clear  Channel  Broadcasting  Service 

"Agriculture  USA','  is  now  an  authority  on  French  highways  and  cooking,  Italian 
airlines  and  railroads  (they  still  run  on  time)  he  says;  German  automobiles, 
the  British  theatre  and  the  Brussels  World's  Fair,  having  just  returned  from  a 
3-week  vacation  trip  with  his  ever-lovin'  wife,  Anne.    Only  discombooberating 
moments  of  the  trip  were  when  Hollis  was  driving  an  English  car  on  the  left  hand 
side  of  the  main  London-Edinburgh  highway  at  night. 


Sincerely, 

Layn/  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  L  Television  Se 
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Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster : 


Letter  No.  838 
September  12,  I958 


It  seems  that  our  mention  last  month  of  possibly  record  crop  production  this 
year  fell  considerably  short.    The  Crop  Reporting  Board's  latest  estimates  show 
that  prospective  per  acre  yields,  based  on  28  crops,  improved  more  in  August  this 
year  than  in  any  other  year.    The  Board  now  figures  total  crop  production  in  this 
country  likely  to  far  exceed  anything  yet  reached  by  American  agriculture.  Among 
the  leading  crops  of  corn,  cotton,  soybeans,  barley,  oats,  hay,  spring  wheat,  and 
sorghum  grain,  all  but  cotton  and  oats  have  record  or  near-record  production 
prospects  and  all  but  hay  are  estimated  at  record  per  acre  yields.     Feed  grain 
production  now  seems  likely  to  surpass  last  year's  record  by  nearly  6  percent. 
Pastures  over  much  of  the  country  continue  in  high  production.    We'll  have  more 
apples,  peaches,  and  grapes,  but  fewer  other  fruits.    Four-fifths  of  the  corn  crop 
should  be  safe  by  normal  frost  dates  and  over  nine-tenths  a  week  after  normal  frost 
dates . 

Learn  to  Live  with  Abundance 

That  is  what  we've  got  to  do.    As  Ass't  Sec'y  Marvin  McLain  pointed  out  to 
the  National  Convention  of  Grain  and  Feed  Dealers,  at  St.  Louis,  before  the  Crop 
Board  made  this  latest  report,  we  will  be  left  with  a  probable  wheat  carryover 
next  July  of  about  one  billion  300  million  bushels.     He  pointed  out  that  means 
if  we  didn't  grow  a  single  bushel  of  wheat  in  this  country  next  year,  we  would 
have  enough  wheat  to  fill  all  our  needs  for  food,  feed,  and  seed,  all  probable 
expert  needs,  with  300  million  bushels  left  over  in  i960.    Sec'y  McLain  further 
indicated  we  have  enough  feed  to  supply  every  last  one  of  the  169  million  grain- 
eating  animals  now  on  farms  with  50  percent  more  than  they  can  be  expected  to  use 
under  the  most  favorable  of  conditions.    He  said  this  year,  next  year,  and  possibly 
for  a  number  of  years  to  come  this  country  is  going  to  have  to  live  with  a  heavy 
surplus  of  grains,  both  food  and  feed. 

Warns  Against  Over -Expansion  in  Hogs 

Speaking  of  corn,  Secretary  Benson  is  again  warning  farmers  that  an  over- 
expansion  in  hog  production  will  lead  inevitably  to  lower  prices  and  less  income 
and  unnecessary  problems.    He  fears  the  favorable  prices  for  hogs  in  recent  months, 
compared  to  feed  costs,  may  encourage  some  farmers  to  plan  to  increase  their  hog 
production.    He  has  cautioned  them  that  favorable  hog  prices  can  be  maintained 
only  if  production  is  held  to  the  quantity  and  quality  that  can  be  sold  in  the 
market .     Hog  growers  indicated  in  June  that  they  planned  to  have  13  percent  more 
sows  farrow  pigs  this  season  than  last.     Such  a  gain  would  mean  significantly 
lower  prices  next  winter  and  spring. 


Harvey  Bathing  in  Sponsored  Time 
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Togged  out  in  a  bathrobe,  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS,  Winston- Salem,  N.  C.  now 
appears  every  morning  at  7:25  Mon.  thru  Fri.,  for  a  saving  and  loan  association. 
He  reminds  Piedmont  viewers  about  alterations  and  repairs  they  need  to  make  around 
the  house,  and  what  they  need  to  do  to  maintain  the  lawn,  garden,  and/or  farm.  He 
throws  in  a  thumbnail  weather  roundup  for  good  measure.     Harvey  reports  there's 
no  depression  where  he's  been  sitting.    He's  had  more  and  better  sponsored  time 
than  he  has  ever  had  in  nearly  13  years  of  full  time  radio  and  between  three  and 
four  years  of  television. 

Hearings  on  Soil  &  Water  Research  Needs 

Farmers,  ranchers,  farm  organizations,  and  lay  groups  interested  in  soil  and 
water  research  facilities  are  invited  to  present  their  recommendations  at  public 
hearings  to  be  held  in  October  and  November  in  1*4-  cities .    Persons  asking  to  speak 
at  the  hearings,  and  local  news  media  in  the  cities  concerned  will  be  notified 
where  the  hearings  will  be  held  as  soon  as  exact  locations  in  these  cities  are 
determined.    The  dates  and  cities  are  :     Oct.  ik  Rapid  City,  S.  D. ;  Oct.  15  Salt 
lake  City,  Utah]  Oct.  16  Boise,  Idaho;  Oct.  2k,  Charleston,  S-  C..J  Oct.  28  Sacra- 
mento, Calif..  Oct.  30  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Oct.  31  Amarillo,  Tex.;     In  November:  Nov. 6 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  7  Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  Ik-  Washington,  D.  C.  ;  Nov.  17  Des 
Moines,  la.,  Nov.  18  Fort  Wayne,  lad..,  Nov.  19  Nashville,  Tenn.,Nov.  20  New  Orleans, 
La.    This  study  of  needs  for  facilities  is  being  made  at  the  request  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Agricultural  Appropriations.     Organizations  and  individuals  making 
presentations  at  the  hearing  are  asked  to  submit  written  statements  of  their 
evaluation  of  the  needs  not  later  than  the  date  of  the  hearing.     Such  evaluations 
should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  to  Dr.  Darnell  M.  Whitt,  Plant  Industry  Station, 
Beltsville,  Md.,  oi  presented  in  person  at  the  hearings. 

WIS  Farm  Progress  Show  Sept.  2h-25 

This  is  Maynard  Bertsen's  busiest  season. 

On  the  Warren  North  Farm,  1-J  miles  Southwest  of  Brookston,  Ind.,  the  Prairie 
Farmer  -  WIS  "World's  Fair  of  Agriculture"  is  held  this  year  Sept.  24-25.  WIS, 
Chicago,  broadcasts  programs  direct  from  the  North  farm  where  the  latest  in 
machiner}',  seeds,  and  farm  techniques  will  be  shown  to  more  than  20C,000  expected 
visitors.    Also  many  entertainment  features  including  stars  of  the  WIS  National 

Barn  Dance  Bill  Bennett,  WCAU-TV  is  starting  a  new  half -hour  farm  and  garden 

show  at  9  am  Sunday,  Sept.  Ik'.  He  plans  to  use  TV  packets  and  news  reel  clips 
(including  some  of  ours,  bless  him)  along  with  garden  and  farm  demonstrations. 

Milk  Cows  Register  Record  Low 

In  the  past  Ik  years  the  number  of  milk  cows  on  farms  in  the  U.  S.  has 
continued  downward  almost  without  a  break.    There  are  fewer  now  than  a  year  ago 
in  almost  every  region  of  the  country  -  although  the  change  has  not  followed  the 
same  pattern  all  over  the  map.    Our  marketing  experts  say  this  downward  trend 
stems  from  need  for  big  changes  in  marketing  practices  and  the  large  amount  of 
capital  which  many  of  those  changes  involve.    But  the  specialists  say  the  sharper 
drop  in  the  past  year  came  primarily  as  a  result  of  the  sharp  increase  in  meat 
animal  prices.    They  expect  as  prices  for  some  classes  of  cattle  decline  seasonally 
prices  will  go  down  so  dairymen  will  have  less  incentive  to  cull  dairy  herds  as 
closely  as  they  have  in  the  past  year. 
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"Of  Texas  -  and  Tomorrow" 

Recently  we  viewed  an  interesting  13j  minute  film  in  beautiful  color  which 
Doc  Ruhmann  (WBAP-TV,  Fort  Worth)  made  earlier  this  year  on  the  famous  Flat  Top 
Ranch  of  central  Texas.    He  narrates  the  film  himself,  and  appears  in  some  of 
the  scenes  along  with  Chas.  Pettit,  ranch  owner  and  enthusiastic  conservation- 
ist, and  other  ranch  personnel.    Doc  says  the  film  is  being  used  mainly  to 
stimulate  interest  in  conservation  and  inspire  a  consciousness  of  permanency, 
which  includes  conservation  of  soil,  water,  roads,  houses,  etc.    The  name  of 
the  film  is  "The  Flat  Top  Ranch  of  Texas— and  Tomorrow".    The  ranch,  which 
includes  parts  of  three  counties,  is  named  after  a  hill  on  the  property.  Since 
original  use  cn  WRAP-TV,  the  film  has  been  in  circulation  among  Vo.  Ag.  classes 
and  other  groups.  .  .  With  this  Letter  we  are  sending  you  a  two  page  leaflet 
telling  how  a  farmer  takes  part  in  the  *59  Conservation  Reserve,  including  a 
short  summary  of  the  major  changes  in  next  year's  Soil  Bank.    You  may  find  it 
helpful. 

Employment  Opportunity  for  Grad  Vets. 

Although  USM  has  had  a  poultry  inspection  service  for  31  years,  what's 
coming  up  next  January  is  considerably  more  than  just  a  normal  expansion.  One 
big  job  of  our  poultry  inspection  branch  is  to  recruit,  train,  and  be  ready  to 
staff  all  the  plants  which  will  need  the  new  compulsory  inspection  service  Jan.  1. 
They  plan  to  use  graduate  veterinarians  as  much  as  possible  to  direct  and  super- 
vise ante  mortem  and  post  mortem  examinations  and  to  generally  supervise  plant 
sanitation  and  operation.    Department  officials  figure  they'll  need  roughly 
twice  as  many  such  trained  men  as  they  now  have,    A  recent  survey  of  all  plants 
that  will  need  inspection  service  1-1-' 59  indicates  that  if  USDA  continues  its 
present  policies  on  the  limited  use  of  lay  personnel,  they  will  have  to  use 
about  265  more  veterinarians.    Some  850  to  900  poultry  plants  will  be  operating 
under  inspection  when  the  service  gets  into  full  swing  and  they  call  for  1,100 
to  1,200  veterinarians  and  lay  inspectors  to  do  the  job.    Excellent  employment 
opportunities  are  now  available  to  both  graduate  veterinarians  and  veterinary 
students. 

New  Market  Savings  for  Frisco 

In  their  nation-wide,  city-by-city  cooperation  in  the  modernization  of  farm 
wholesale  marketing  facilities,  Department  researchers  have  now  come  up  with  a 
survey  of  the  prospects  in  San  Francisco.    They  figure  that  Frisco  food  whole- 
salers might  save  over  two  million  dollars  a  year  in  handling,  cartage,  spoilage 
and  deterioration,  and  breakage  costs  by  building  a  new  and  efficient  wholesale 
food  center.    That  doesn't  count  the  extra  savings  to  consumers,  farmers,  labor- 
ers, transportation  firms,  and  the  city  itself.    What's  more  the  USDA  marketing 
specialists,  in  their  report,  provide  a  complete  layout,  showing  just  how  the 
savings  can  be  brought  about. 

Information  at  Munich  Food  Fair 

Ass't  Director  Harold  Lewis,  of  our  Information  Office,  left  here  today  by 
plane  for  Europe  to  take  charge  of  information  and  promotion  work  in  connection 
with  the  USDA  exhibit  at  the  Munich  International  Food  Fair  Sept.  25  to  Oct.  5. 
He's  due  to  speak  at  a  meeting  of  the  Food  and  Agricultural  Technical  Information 
Service  in  Paris  Sept-  l6  on  the  "Role  of  Information  Services".    So,  when  he  gets 
back,  he'll  not  only  be  able  to  make  some  first-hand  reports  on  how  well  our 
farm  food  products  are  doing  with  folks  abroad,  but  he  will  be  able  to  speak 
with  feeling  about  "the  last  time  I  saw  Paris"  as  well  as  how  well  they  set  food 
to  music  in  old  Munich.     Incidentally,  this  year  Munich  has  been  doing  just  that 
for  800  years  -  and  washing  it  down  with  other  agricultural  products. 
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Ladies'  Choice  in  Radio-TV 

Stephen  Brower,  Ext.  Utah  U. ,  has  reported  on  a  Radio-TV  Survey  he  made  , 
in  8  northern  Utah  counties.    He  aimed  to  find  out  when  farmers  and  farm  home- 
makers  look  and  listen,  and  what  kind  of  programs  they  prefer.    Of  the  farm  homes 
SMa  had  radios  and  89$  had  TV  sets.    Braver  says  "Farmers  were  quite  emphatic  J 
in  their  preference  for  a  15-minute  TV  farm  show,  with  2nd  choice  a  30-minute 
show.    Homemakers  were  pretty  well  divided  between  a  15-  or  30-minute  TV  home- 
makers  program."    He  found  that  more  farmers  watch  daytime  television  and  listen 
to  radio  "before  7:00  a.m.  or  at  noon.    Peak  daytime  TV  viewing  for  homemakers 
came  at  9:00  a.m.  to  noon.  .  .When  asked  what  type  program  they  preferred  on 
radio,  men  preferred  news,  weather  and  farm  programs,  while  the  women  chose 
news,  homemaker  programs  and  music  in  that  order. 

Your  Choice  for  Your  Own  Tape 

98Q98     "Why  Fewer  Cows?"  -  George  Loesing,  RuTV,  gets  the  answer  from  Herbert 
Kriesel,  AMS.  TIME:  3:15 

99Q98       "Fifty-eight  -  Our  Top  Crop  Year"  -  Jack  Towers,  RCJTV  and  S.  R.  'Bert' 
Newell,  discuss  the  highlights  of  September  Crop  Report.    TIME:  ^:00 

Farm  Sports  Events  for  Week  Sept.  15-20 

"U.S.  Team  Headed  for  World  Plowing  Matches  in  Germany"  -  Bob  Miller,  WLW, 
Cincinnati,  talks  with  them  about  the  prospects  over  the  Clear  Channel  stations 
Sept.  20  weekend. 

"Salute  to  World's  Poultry  Congress  in  Mexico  City";  "Report  from  National 
Barrow  Show  in  Austin,  Minnesota";  and  "Highlights,  Farm  Materials  Handling 
Conference,  Iowa  State  College  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC, 
noon,  Sat.  Sept.  20. 

"The  Conservation  Reserve"  as  explained  by  Ass't  Sec'y  Marvin  McLain  and 
"The  American  Homemaker"    with  Ann  O'Toole.    On  the  American  Farmer  on  ABN 
12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  Sat.  Sept.  20. 

"CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  -  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  on  CBS  Sat., 
Sept.  20. 

"American  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness"  on  NBC  Mon.  thru  Fri.  eves. 

Pigg  Goes  to  College 

One  of  the  most  appropriate  names  for  a  farm  writer  we've  run  across  is 
that  of  Calvin  Pigg,  who  recently  left  the  ranch  and  farm  dep't  of  the  Fort 
Worth  Star-Telegram  to  become  ass't  editor  with  Tad  Moses  in  Texas  A  Cj  M  Ag. 
Info,  office.    We've  been  hearing  from  Calvin  lately  about  the  Texas  Nutrition 
Conference  at  College  Station,  October  8-10,  and  the  special  press  breakfast  on 
the  9th. 

Sincerely, 

v —   ' Layfte  Beaty,  Chief  / 

Radio  £  Television  Service 

P.S.    We  just  learned  that  Bill  Adams,  who  broadcasts  twice  a  week  over  a  tape 
network  of  18  stations  in  Ariz.,  Cal. ,  Ore.,  Wash.,  and  Idaho,  has  received  the 
annual  Cal.  State  Fair  Press-Radio-TV  Certificate  of  Merit  on  the  basis  of  the 
program's  farm  news  coverage.    Bill  has  peregrinated  more  than  50-thousand  miles 
the  first  five  months  of  this  year  to  gather  information  for  his  broadcasts. 
Congratulations,  Bill  old  boy.    This  makes  us  vicariously  proud. 

lb 
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^  Radio  Farm  Directors 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


September  19,  1958 
Letter  No.  839 


The  Department  has  set  Nov.  25,  as  the  date  for  the  referendum  among  corn 
farmers  of  the  commercial  corn  counties.    They'll  decide  at  that  time  by  a 
simple  majority  vote  which  of  the  tvo  alternative  corn  programs  will  be  in 
effect  next  year.  .  .  .The  wool  incentive  program,  which  Congress  extended 
another  three  years,  will  have  a  shorn  wool  incentive  price  of  62  cents  per 
pound  of  wool  and  a  mohair  support  price  of  70  cents  a  pound,  for  the  '59 
marketing  year  which  begins  the  first  of  next  April.  .  .  .The  Department  has 
begun  to  page  the  country  for  any  animal  doctors  in  the  house.    Its  expanded 
meat  inspection  and  the  new  compulsory  poultry  inspection  law  call  for  the 
services  of  many  more  veterinarians.  .  .  .Some  of  our  information  folk  are 
right  now  down  in  Mexico  City  getting  ready  for  the  60-nation  eleventh  World 
Poultry  Congress  which  opens  Sunday  and  runs  through  the  following  Sunday. 
They  plan  to  make  a  movie,  film  clips  for  TV  packages,  and  some  tape  recordings 
at  the  Congress,  besides  showing  the  people  down  there  exhibits  of  our  poultry 
work       but  more  of  that  later. 

Corn  Belt  Pig  Crop  Report 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  yesterday  released  its  September  findings  on 
fall  pig  crop  prospects  in  9  Corn  Belt  States.    The  number  of  sows  farrowing 
and  intended  to  farrow  in  the  fall  of  '58  (June  through  November)  in  those 
States  is  17  percent  more  than  in  '57  and  21  percent  more  than  the  ten-year 
average.    Sows  bred  and  intended  for  fax-rowings  in  Sept.,  Oct,,  and  Nov.  this 
year  in  the  9  States  totaled  1,760,000  head,  16  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier 
and  11  percent  above  average.    That  is  3  percent  more  than  indicated  in  the 
farrowing  intentions  reported  in  those  States  in  June.    All  the  States  showed 
increases,  but  nearly  half  of  the  total  increase  took  place  in  Iowa. 

As  to  the  Feed  Situation 

The  Department's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  reported  yesterday  a  total 
feed  production  of  151  million  tons.    That's  8  million  more  tons  than  the  record 
crop  last  year  and  26  more  million  tons  than  the  average  of  recent  years. 
Record  yields  per  acre  are  indicated  for  each  of  the  four  feed  grains.  Another 
big  hay  crop  is  being  harvested,  and  with  the  big  stocks  carried  over  from  last 
year,  the  total  supply  of  hay  is  the  largest  on  record.    Prices  of  feed  grains 
and  high-protein  feeds  have  gone  down  in  August  and  early  September,  and  the 
specialists  expect  further  seasonal  declines  in  over-all  feed  prices  this  fall 
when  the  '58  crops  of  corn  and  sorghum  come  to  market  in  volume.    The  big  feed 
supplies  may  bring  an  increase  of  about  5  percent  in  grain-eating  livestock  fed. 
Even  so  stocks  will  be  enough  to  boost  carry-over  by  about  25  percent  in  '59-60 
over  the  60  million  ton  carryover  into  '58-59. 
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For  Release  for  Public  Mention  Sept.  28 

If  you  want  a  copy  of  "LAND",  the  1958  Yearbook  of  Agriculture,  let  us 
know,  ana  we'll  try  to  get  you  a  copy.    It  makes  its  official  bow  Sunday, 
Sept.  28.    We've  been  warned  not  to  "sell"  you  on  this  book,  because  the  demand 
usually  runs  past  the  supply.    Probably  you  are  well  acquainted  with  USDA 
Yearbooks,  anyway.    Maybe  you  won't  get  beyond  the  more  than  fifty  nostalgic 
pictures  in  the  front,  but  if  you  take  the  "Land"  more  seriously,  you  may  find 
some  rewarding  reading  in  its  592  pages  of  text  by  a  variety  of  experts.  Editor 
Alfred  Stefferud  thinks  it  all  to  the  good  that  these  experts  don't  always  agree. 
Naturally,  some  think  their  use  ought  to  come  first.    How  we  use  our  public  and 
private  lands,  our  growing  needs  and  problems,  and  planning  for  better  use  are 
some  of  the  sections  in  the  Yearbook.    This  publication    gives  a  rather  com- 
prehensive and  realistic  appraisal  of  the  agricultural  potential  of  our  soon- 
new  State  of  Alaska.    Also  a  similar  discussion  of  Hawaii.    Planning  and  zoning, 
highway  and  urban  encroachments  on  farm  land,  trends  in  kinds  and  sizes  of 
farms- -all  come  in  for  attention. 

Cup  Measure  for  Garden  Fertilizer 

How  to  convert  tons  or  pounds  of  fertilizer  to  the  acre  into  pints,  cups, 
tablespoons  or  teaspoons  per  row  of  plant  is  set  down  for  home  gardeners  in 
USDA  Leaflet  No.  307,  just  reissued  in  slightly  revised  form.    It  is  called 
"How  Much  Fertilizer  Shall  I  Use;  a  Gardener's  Guide  for  Converting".    It  may 
prove  quite  a  convenience  to  some  of  your  folks  starting  a  compost  pile  this 
fall  or  a  small  garden  next  spring. 

Power  Users  Confer  on  Space  Heating 

When  the  5th  Annual  National  Power  Use  Conference  meets  at  the  Statler 
Hotel  in  Buffalo,  Oct.  5-7;  electric  space  heating  will  get  top  attention. 
REA  Adm'r  David  Hamil  will  kick  off  the  meeting,  and  NEMA  Pres.  Joe  Singleton 
will  report  on  his  tour  of  Soviet  power  installations  and  European  atomic  power 
facilities  on  the  closing  day.    More  than  1,000,  including  some  of  the  leading 
electrical  wizards  of  the  country,  are  expected.    Alden  Fox,  WBEN,  Buffalo, 
plans  to  make  a  recording  wi-ch  Adm'r  Hamil,  REA. 

Special  Broadcast  for  Retiring  Amos 

The  staff  of  WCAU,  Phila. ,  gave  retiring  Amos  Kirby  a  fine  send-off  on 
Thursday  with  a  special  broadcast  which  included  messages  of  good  will  from 
many  friends,  including  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson... The  broadcast  was  a 
surprise  to  Amos  after  12§  years  of  radio,  he  managed  to  take  it  in  good  stride 
.  .  .  .His  radio  program  is  being  taken  over  now  by  Hugh  Ferguson,  already  on 
the  WCAU  staff.  .  .  .Our  apologies  to  Maynard  Bertsch,  WLS,  Chicago,  for 

misspelling  his  name  last  week.    Welcome  to  the  club,  Maynard  Late  news 

from  Omaha  has  it  that  Bill  MacDonald  is  retiring  as  farm  director  of  KFAB,  and 
that  Bruce  Davies  has  moved  down  from  WLS,  Chicago,  to  take  over,    Bill  has  been 
talking  farmer  language  over  KFAB  since  before  we  can  remember,  but  we'll  wait 
until  we  hear  from  him  before  we  tell  you  how  many  years  that  is.    KFAB  was  a 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  station  until  a  few  years  ago  when  it  moved  to  Omaha.    Bill  mean- 
while, was  doing  most  of  his  farm  shows  from  his  farm  home  between  the  two  towns 
and  so  didn't  have  to  move  an  inch.    Now  Scotchman  Bill  turns  the  mike  over  to 
Welchman  Davies,  whom  we  remember  first  as  a  young  assistant  to  Jack  Jackson  at 
KCMO,  Kansas  City,  then  as  a  broadcaster  for  Union  Stockyards  at  Chicago,  and 
the  past  three  years  at  WLS.    Congratulations  to  you  both. 
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Packers  and  Stockyards  Act  Extended 


The  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  now  extends  to  all  live- 
stock transactions  in  interstate  commerce.    Many  more  farmers  and  livestock 
producers  will  nov  get  the  same  protection  previously  given  only  at  the  big 
yards.    The  recent  Congress  amended  the  lav  to  provide  for  this  extension, 
which  means  considerable  increase  in  Department  activities  under  the  Packers 
and  Stockyards  Act.    This  lav,  passed  in  '21,  aimed  to  assure  livestock  farm- 
ers of  open,  competitive  markets,  free  of  unfair  trade  practices  and  to  protect 
consumers  and  others  from  unfair  and  monopolistic  practices  in  the  meat  packing 
industry.    Formerly,  only  packer  transactions  and  livestock  transactions  on 
stockyards  of  20,000  square  feet  or  larger  were  subject  to  the  Act.    As  now- 
amended,  the  jurisdiction  over  packers,  including  chain  stores  engaged  in  meat 
packing,  is  divided  between  the  Department  and  the  Federal  Trade  Commission. 
USDA  keeps  jurisdiction  over  meat  packers  transactions  in  livestock,  meat  and 
poultry  and  their  directly  related  products,  except  at  retail.    The  Federal 
Trade  Commission  has  jurisdiction  over  packer  transactions  not  directly  related 
to  livestock  and  poultry,  such  as  sporting  goods  and  ice  cream,  as  well  as 
primary  jurisdiction  over  oleomargarine  and  retail  operations  of  meat  packers. 
Farm  Broadcasting  Moves  Interstate 

Hardrock  Gunter,  WWVA,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ,  tells  us  he  has  dropped  his  Sunday 
noon  show  but  is  still  going  strong  veekdays  6  to  6:30  a.m.  and  12  to  12:30  p.m. 
hardrock  has  a  home  across  the  Ohio  River  from  Wheeling,  in  Ohio.  Another 
stalwart  in  the  profession,  Barney  Arnold,  WHAS,  Louisville,  Ky. ,  commutes 
daily  over  the  same  river  from  Indiana.    Meanwhile,  Norman  Kraeft,  WGN,  Chicago, 
111.,  comes  by  train  from  his  home  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake,  in  Michigan. 
Then  there  is  Phil  Evans,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  Kansas  and  does  his  broadcast- 
ing over  KMBC,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  from  the  Missouri  side  of  the  KC  stockyards. 
Jack  Jackson,  now  with  the  Grange,  used  to  do  about  the  same  thing  on  KCM0, 
and  for  years  Phil  Alampi,  now  N.J.  State  Sec'y  of  Agriculture ,  commuted  daily 
to  broadcast  on  WRCA,  New  York.    His  wife,  Ruth,  still  does  once  a  week.  We 
know  of  no  other  interstate  commuters  in  the  farm  broadcasting  profession,  but 
Henry  Schacht,  ICNBC,  San  Francisco,  has  to  get  across  the  bay  from  Berkeley 
to  work  every  day.    Many  others  drive  long  distances  from  home,  often  a  farm, 
to  broadcast.     Of  these,  possibly  Mary  Lou  Pfeiffer,  WRFD,  Uorthington,  Ohio, 
travels  farthest  -  ho  miles  or  so  each  way.    A  switch  on  this,  however,  is 
pulled  every  day  by  NATRFD  Prexy  Bob  Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  who  drives  20 
miles  or  so  from  home  to  the  station's  "Everybody's  Farm"  to  do  his  broadcasts, 
then  from  there  to  the  station  in  town,  completing  a  triangle  once  or  twice  a 
day.    Bill  Drips  travels  down  the  slopes  of  Mt.  Hood  into  Portland's  K0IN-TV 
once  a  week  for  his  farm  show.    Any  other  outstanding  commuters? 

Another  Urgent  Need  for  Veterinarians 

Last  week  we  mentioned,  the  need  for  more  veterinarians  created  by  the  new 
compulsory  poultry  law.    Now  we  learn  USDA's  ARS  has  an  urgent  need  for  some 
150  veterinarians  to  serve  in  its  Meat  Inspection  Division  at  locations  through- 
out the  country.    Vets  with  less  than  one  year  of  professional  experience  will 
be  appointed  in  Civil  Service  grade  GS-7  at  an  entrance  salary  of  $5^30  per 
year.    Those  with  one  year  or  more  professional  vet.  experience  will  be 
appointed  in  GS-9  at  an  entrance  salary  of  $6135  a  yea/.    Applicants  appointed 
m  GS-7  have  a  first-rate  chance  of  getting  in  GS-9  after  six  months  service 
and  training  in  ARS.     Any  vets  interested  should  contact  the  Personnel  Division 
of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington 
25 ,  D.  C,  or  any  Federal  veterinarian  in  charge  of  meat  inspection  or  livestock 
disease  control  and  eradication  activities  near  where  they  live. 
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September  NAEB  Newsletter  Box  Score 

Our  esteemed  contemporary  "1IAEB  Newsletter"  -  National  Association  of  Educa- 
tional Broadcasters  -  presents  this  summary  of  U.S.  radio  and  TV  stations: 

Total  AM  Stations  -  3,271  (includes  39  non-commercial) 

"      pm       "         -      699  (includes  162  non- commercial) 

"     TV       11  5Qh  (includes  31  non- commercial) 

Ready  for  Recording  on  Your  Tape 

100Q9G    "More  Protection  under  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act"  -  Don  Bowman,  who 
administers  the  Act  for  USDA,  tells  how  the  new  amendment  extends 
supervision  to  all  yards  in  interstate  shipments  regardless  of  size. 

TIME:  :58 

12A90      "More  Pop  in  Popcorn"  -  Charles  Burkhead,  who  heads  field  crop  estimates 
and  predicts  a  record  popcorn  crop  this  year,  also  gives  some  inside 
facts  on  this  explosive  subject,  and  even  tells  how  he  pops  a  panful. 

TIME:  2:22 

101Q98    "Farm  Income  Up  19  Percent"  -  So  reports  Ernie  Grove,  AMS  expert  on 

farm  income  when  Jack  Towers,  R£IDV,  gets  inquisitive.       TIME:  3:05 

October  TV  Consumer  Package  -  Ann  0 'Toole,  R£;TV,  tells  us  it  will  contain 
Plentiful  Foods,  Cheese  to  Please,  and  glimpses  at  Weaves  in  Fabrics,  and  the 
Appliance  Center.   .  .  .Next  in  Sight  in  regular  weekly  TV  package  service: 
Salute  to  the  Canning  Industry  with  Sec'y  Benson  -  9  still  photos. 

Woven  into  Nets  for  Week  Sept.  22-27 

"Highlights  of  World  Poultry  Congress,  Mexico  City"  on  the  National  Farm 
and  Home  Hour,  noon  Sat.  Sept.  27,  over  NBC. 

"American  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness"  on  NEC,  Mon.thru  Fri.  eves. 

"Livestock  Market  News"  -  Al  Smeby,  AMS,  who  heads  It  up,  tells  how  it 
works,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  Sept.  27. 

!l  Selling  Safety  During  Corn  Harvest"  on  the  American  Farmer  program, 
12:30  to  1  p.m.,  Sat.  Sept.  27  over  ABNetwork. 

'•CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney"  -  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  on  CBS,  Sat.  Sept. 27. 

Claude ' s  Tercentenary 

Not  many  farm  broadcasters  in  this  young  country  get  in  on  the  300th 
anniversary  of  anything,  but  there  are  a  few  things  on  the  East  Coast  that  old. 
Claude  Mahoney,  CBS,  Washington,  took  his  tape  recorder  down  to  old  Port 
Tobacco,  Maryland,  in  historic  Charles  County,  the  other  day,  in  advance  of  the 
County's  tercentenary  celebration,  and  did  a  most  interesting  story  with  the 
Co.  Ag.  Agt.  about  the  tobacco  growing  and  exporting  history  of  the  area.  It 
seems  the  growers  had  problems  of  surpluses  300  years  ago,  too,  and  were  trying 
to  get  the 'provinbial- legislature  to  pass  some  crop  control  laws.  ......  -  . 

"Happy  Johnny"  Zufall,-who.  fof  years  held"forth  in  the  farm  broadcasting  ..business 
dt  Frederick,  Md. ,  then  sojourned  in  Fla.  for  a  time,  has  come  back  north  to  WSIG 
in  Mount  Jackson,  Va. ,  where  he  talks  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  folks  for  an  hour 
each  morning.    Welcome  back,  Johnny I 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  Cj  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

k    N0V2  51S58  * 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster : 


September  26,  1958 
Letter  No.  QhO 


As  you  will  have  already  heard,  one  of  our  agricultural  economists  has  had 
special  recognition  at  the  Uhite  House.    Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Dr.  Don  Paarlberg  has  been  named  Economic  Adviser  to  President  Eisenhower  to  suc- 
ceed Dr.  Gabriel  Hauge.     From  our  man  McClarren,  down  at  the  Uorld  Poultry  Congress 
and  meeting  of  the  World's  Poultry  Science  Association  in  Mexico  City  ve  have  a 
wire  reporting  that  the  Association  has  named  H.  H.  Alp,  director  of  market  deve- 
lopment for  the  American  Farm  Bureau,  as  its    president  for  the  next  four  years. 
He  succeeds  Dr.  Rupert  Coles  of  Great  Britain.    The  Congress  also  selected  Austra- 
lia for  its  next  meeting  to  be  held  in  1962. 

Farmers  Netting  More  Than  Year  Ago 

Our  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  yesterday  estimated  that  farmers  in  this 
country  have  realized  net  income  in  the  first  three-quarters  of  1958  at  rate  of 
about  13  billion  dollars  a  year.     It  has  run  19  percent  more  than  for  the  same 
three-quarters  of  1957-    That  came  about  from  higher  average  prices  for  meat 
animals,  larger  marketings  of  many  crops  -  including  some  delayed  from  last  fall's 
late  harvest  -  and  bigger  Soil  Bank  payments.     Those  increases  more  than  offset 
the  further  increase  in  farmers 1  production  expenses . 


Big  Grain  Deal  with  India 

This  afternoon  the  Department  announced  a  £238.8  million  agreement  between 
the  U-  S.  and  India.    It  provides  for  financing  the  sale  of  U.  S.  wheat,  flour, 
parched  cracked  wheat,  grain  sorghums,  and  corn.     It  will  help  India  meet  food 
shortage  problems  caused  by  bad  weather  having  cut  down  India's  food  grain  crops. 
This  is  the  first  agreement  concluded  under  the  extension  of  Public  Lav;  kBO  by 
Congress  last  month.    This  agreement  calls  for  about  100  million  bushels  of  wheat, 
200,000  tons  of  grain  sorghums,  and  about  100,000  of  corn.    The  wheat  in  this 
agreement  added  to  what  covered  in  previous  agreements  with  India  brings  the  total 
to  2o0  million  bushels.    That's  more  than  half  as  much  wheat  as  we  eat  in  an  entire 
year  in  the  U.  S.    But  with  our  record  '58  crop  of  more  than  l.k  billion  bushels, 
as  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  said  at  the  signing  of  the  agreement,  we  are  pleased 
that  a  substantial  amount  of  it  will  be  moving  to  India  in  the  coming  months. 
Payment  by  India  will  be  in  her  currency,  a  substantial  part  of  which  will  be 
loaned  back  to  India  for  economic  development  projects,  and  part  will  be  made 
available  on  a  grant  basis  to  India  for  the  same  purpose.     Sales  under  the  program 
will  be  made  by  private  United  States  traders. 
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Celebrations  Coming  Up  in  October 

As  you  may  recall,  President  Eisenhower  last  June  proclaimed  October  2k  as 
United  Nations  Day.    In  setting  aside  that  UN  birthday  celebration,  he  suggested 
community  programs,  for  a  better  understanding  of  aims,  problems,  and  accomplish- 
ments.   He  also  called  for  press,  radio,  television,  and  motion  pictures  to  help 
with  celebrations.    As  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  (FAO),  with  its  new 
worldwide  livestock  and  poultry  health  service,  is  one  of  the  agencies  of  the  UN, 
this  looks  like  a  real  program  opportunity  for  some  TRFD's.  .  .  .And  speaking  of 
TR,  don't  forget  that  Oct.  27  is  the  centennial  of  the  birth  of  Teddy  Roosevelt  - 
our  great  conservation  president,  who  viewed  the  trees  of  our  forests,  the  grass 
on  the  Plains,  and  the  wildlife  of  both  from  the  historical  perspective  of 
naturalist,  hunter,  and  rancher.  .  .Of  course,  Oct.  12  is  Columbus  Day  -  and 
nobody  did  more  than  old  Chris  himself  to  bring  about  the  inter-hemispheric 
exchange  of  farm  crops  and  livestock.    Look  him  up.    He's  never  had  half  credit. 

Schlup  Signs  Off  as  Mr.  Ext.  Info. 

Lester  Alexander  Schlup  is  bowing  out  as  director  of  USDA  Extension  Informa- 
tion programs  Sept.  30,  thus  ending  klj?  years  of  purple  prose  demonstration  that 
"officialese"  is  usually  unnecessary.  If  the  TV  peacock  sang  a  swan-song,  you 
might  get  an  idea  of  his  colorful  farewell  letter  this  week  to  State  extension 
editors.    But  his  extension  folks  are  used  to  Les'  iridescent  information.  To 
them  it  only  seems  natural  that  Les  won  the  purple  heart  medal  with  the  AEP  in 
France  in  World  War  I.,  as  well  as  the  Department's  distinguished  service  award 
in  '55*    He  joined  USDA  in  '17  and,  except  for  his  18  months  service  in  the  army, 
has  been  in  extension  communications  ever  since,  taking  on  his  present  top  job 
in  '3^.    This  week  about  150  of  his  friends  here  plus  a  handful  from  Land  Grant 
Colleges  communicated  their  admiration  and  good-will  to  him  in  a  pre-retirement 
luncheon.    Next  week  and  the  weeks  to  come,  our  guess  is  that  so  many  Extension 
folks  will  miss  those  inimitable  letters  by  Les,  so  much,  they'll  be  making 
pilgrimages  to  the  source:  kjOJ  Connecticut  A\-e.,  N.W. ,  or  at  his  retreat  in 
Southern  Maryland.    Ralph  Fulghum,  Les'  longtime  deputy  and  one  time  R&TV,  has 
been  named  acting  director. 

Partners  in  Progress  -    r  Windbreaks 

We  hope  we  are  giving  you  a  running  start  on  Farm-City  Week  with  an  enclosure 
on  that  subject  with  this  letter.    November  21-27  is  Farm-City  Week,  ending  on 
Thanksgiving  Day.    The  enclosed  fact  sheet  emphasizes  a  few  of  the  contributions 
USDA  and  farmers  make  to  the  farmers'  friends  in  town.    It  reminds  us  how  fast 
farm  and  city  interests  are  growing  together.    Note  the  new  products  and  new 
uses;  the  consumer's  changing  mind,  wise  use  of  our  resources,  etc.  -  There's 

program  gold  in  some  of  those  ideas  We  are  forwarding 

to    our"  friends       Misc.  Pub.  No.  759  on  "Windbreaks  in  Conservation  Farming". 
Soil  conservation  technicians,  county  agents,  farm  foresters,  etc.  help  farmers 
plan  and  lay  out  windbreak  plantings.    Some  of  them  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  help 
farm  broadcasters  show  audiences  the  conservation  uses  of  windbreaks. 

Modern  Chicks  Differ  from  Old  Birds 

Our  poultry  researchers  at  the  11th  World's  Poultry  Congress  in  Mexico  City 
yesterday  explained  to  the  Congress  that  our  poultrymen  can  now  finish  off  market 
birds  in  about  nine  week$  compared  with  the  12  to  lh  weeks  it  took  as  recently 
as  10  years  ago.    Breeding  and  feeding  did  it.    But,  they  insist,  by  panel  taste- 
test  chicken  flavor  has  not  been  changed  significantly  by  changes  in  poultry 
diets.    However,  some  of  the  tasters  claimed  they  detected  differences  in  flavor 
of  broth  made  from  chickens  on  old  and  new  diets. 
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Another    Reading  of  Family  Farm  Future 

When  the  talk  gets  around  to  the  family  farm,  as  it  did  recently  at  the 
meeting  in  Winnipeg  of  the  Am.  Farm  Eco.  Ass'n  and  the  Canadian  Agri.  Soc,  John 
Brewster,  ARS,  gave  it  as  his  best  guess  that  25  years  from  now  will  still  find 
an  agriculture  of  predominantly  family  farms.    As  he  saw  it,  the  integrated  type 
of  contract  farming  need  not  shrink  the  farmer's  managerial  power.     He  pointed 
out  that  contractual  arrangements  in  the  production  of  fruits,  sugar  beets,  and 
vegetables  have  not  done  it.    They  are  essentially  a  system  of  negotiated  prices 
that  shifts  price  risks  to  marketing  agencies  without  altering  other  risks 
peculiar  to  farm  production.    This  system  enables  farmers  to  make  production 
decisions  with  the  fore -knowledge  of  what  prices  they  will  get  for  their  output. 
He  knows  no  reason  why  the  same  principle  couldn't  be  applied  to  hog  production 
as  well  as  cattle  and  sheep  feeding.    But  Economist  Brewster  pointed  out  that 
it  vail  not  be  as  easy  for  "integration"  to  pull  those  enterprises  off  well- 
operated  family  farms  as  it  was  poultry  and  eggs.    Hog  production  and  cattle 
feeding  are  much  more  complicated,  activities.    With  the  liberal  assumption  that 
contract  farming  takes  over  as  much  as  80  percent  of  hog,  beef,  lamb,  poultry 
and  vegetable  production  now  accounted  for  by  family  farms,  he  figures  this  would 
only  reduce  the  family  farm's  present  share  of  total  agricultural  output  from 
about  70  "to  roughly  55  percent. 

Outlook  Conference  Nov.  17  thru  20 

In  the  forthcoming  October  issue  of  "Agricultural  Marketing"  Wayne  Dexter, 
secretary  of  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  reminds  us  all  that  the  Agricul- 
tural Outlook  Conference  this  year  comes  Nov.  17  thru  20.     It  will  bring 
economists  of  Land-Grant  Colleges  and  Universities  in  the  hQ  States,  Alaska, 
Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico  together  with  USDA  officials  and  other  government  people. 
Of  course,  as  Dexter  points  out,  Outlook  itself  is  a  year-round  activity  of  our 
AMS,  but  the  Outlook  Conference  starts  each  year's  National  Outlook  Program 
rolling.    For  further  understanding  of  USDA's  Outlook  service,  see  Wayne's 
article.  .  .Oct."Ag.  Marketing"  also  reminds  us  that  the  poultry  inspection 
deadline  (Jan.  1)  is  getting  near.    Other  articles  tell  how  storage  conditions 
affect  cotton  grades;  report  a  study  of  insects  in  farmers'  stock  peanuts; 
analyze  the  farm- retail  spread,  for  cotton  products ;  explain  why  potato  eating 
has  shrunk  in  recent  years;  tell  the  rosin  standards  story ^  and  give  some  recent 
temperature  tests  for  shipping  lettuce. 

'Non-Compliance'  Corn  Price  Supports  Again 

Price  support  was  today  also  made  available  for  '58- crop  corn,  not  produced 
in  compliance  with  acreage  allotment  controls.    This  additional  support  in  the 
designated  commercial  areas  will  be  at  a  national  average  of  ;)1.06  per  bu. 
Secretary  Benson  in  announcing  the  additional  support  said  the  latest  available 
information  and  statistics  indicate  not  more  than  12  or  13  percent  of  all  corn 
harvested  this  year  in  commercial  areas  will  be  eligible  for  the  regular  price 
support.    He  also  pointed  out  that  we  have  an  all-time  record  total  supply  of 
corn  and  other  feed  grains  for  the  coming  marketing  year.     In  these  circumstances, 
he  said,  we  must  do  what  we  can  to  help  stabilize  feed  grain  and  future  livestock 
markets.    It  is  very  important  that  we  reduce  incentives  for  unwise  over- 
expansion  of  hogs  and  other  livestock.    We  have  held  the  across-the-board  support 
at  the  same  relative  level  as  last  year,  in  spite  of  greatly  increased  feed 
grain  supply.     He  said  these  special  supports  will  offer  price  protection  this 
year  to  all  corn  producers  in  commercial  corn  counties.    The  additional  price 
support  announced  today,  like  the  regular  compliance  supports,  will  be  carried 
out  through  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  loans  and  purchase  agreements. 
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Moves  on  the  Radio-TV  Chessboard 

Recently  we  moved  Calvin  Pigs  from  the  Fort  Worth  "Star-Telegram"  to  the 
Texas  Extension  Service.    How,  we  must  move  him  farther  south  to  George  Roesner's 
staff  at  KPRC,  Houston,  'Buck'  Buchanan  having  gone  to  a  station  in  Corpus 
Christi.  .  .  .Old  pro  Wallace  Kadderly  writes  that  he  is  keeping  in  trim  lately 
"by  trimming  up  some  of  the  underbrush,  centuries-old  logs,  etc.,  at  his  country 
property  on  Oregon's  Salbnon  River,  and  hauling  in  wonderful  leaf  mold,  large 
roclis  and  fireplace  wood  for  his  place  in  town:  7250  S.W.  Benz  Park  Drive, 
Portland  2h}  Ore. 

Lively  Recordings  for  Your  Tape 

102Q93  "Fighting  Fire  Ants"  -  Emory  Burgess,  head  of  ARS  plant  pest  control, 
tells  plans  for  steady  push-hack  from  fringes  for  all-out  eradication 
and  reports  good  careful  progress  so  far.  TIME:  2:00 

103Q98    "Producing  Weeds  to  Control  Weeds"  -  Beltsville  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  tells 
about  the  Ag.  Center  weed  nursery  and  how  it  helps.  TIME:  1:29 

10^0,98    "More  Hogs  Next  Year"  -  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS  livestock  economist,  tells 
Jack  Towers  of  our  office  what  the  pig  crop  means  in  pig  numbers  this 
fall  and  next  spring.  TIME:  rll° 

In  a  2: 06  nin.  sound-on  film,  USDA's  TV  Package  going  out  this  week  reports  to 
eye  and  ear  how  Poly-Liners  Prolong  the  Storage  Life  of  Fruit,  in  tests  by  ARS. 

Moving  into  ITets  Sept.  29-0ct.  h 

Four  Big  Events  scheduled  for  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  at  noon 
on  Sat.  Oct.  h  over  NBC,  are  The  National  Dairy  Cattle  Congress,  from  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  The  International  Dairy  Show  at  Chicago;  the  National  Watershed  Congress, 
at  Dallas,  and  the  Pan  American  Livestock  Exposition,  also  from  Dallas,  Doc 
Ruhmann  reporting. 

During  the  Oct.  k  weekend  the  prospects  over  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  are 
not  yet  finalized.    Jack  Towers  assures  us  Hollis  Seavey  has  several  lively 
topics  still  hanging  fire. 

On  the  American  Farmer,  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  Oct.  k.  over  the  ABNetwork, 
George  German,  visiting  fireman  in  the  beautiful  Bad  Lands  of  South  Dakota, 
reports  how  the  old  cow-puncher  used  to  put  out  grass  fires  on  the  prairie. 
George  also  suggests  a  sentence  or  two  by  Weather  Men  when  fire-danger  weather 
threatens . 

CBS  News  with  Claude  Mahoney,  on  CBS  9:30  to  9'M  a.m.  Sat.  Oct.  k. 
Washington  Farm  Report  with  Richard  Harkness,  on  NBC  evenings  Mon.  thru  Fn. 

Farmers -on  the  Move 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW,  Omaha ,  shepherded  his  200-member  WOW  Tenth  Annual  Farm  Study 
Tour  around  Beltsville  this  noon  for  lunch  and  talk  from  Secretary  Benson  and  for 
a  look  at  the  latest  in  ag.  research.    He  took  in  the  past  at  Jamestown  and 
Williamsburg  yesterday  and  goes  on  to  New  York  tonight.    The  tour  started  from 
Omaha  Tuesday,  and  will  visit  New  England,  Canada  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway 
before  it  ends  Oct.  7- 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  £  Television  Service 


